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sVehicle Airbags
are not designed 

for every body.

Consider an AOI Airbag On/off 
Control Switch or Shunt when 

the risk of an airbag deployment 
outweighs the safety benefits
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l Frontal Airbag Deactivation
When the risks associated with an occupant 
being seated in front of an active, frontal air 
bag outweigh the safety benefits, NHTSA will 
authorize* the installation of an air bag on/off 
switch.1 

FMVSS 208 provides detailed information 
regarding the deactivation of frontal and knee 
bolster airbags as well as modifier exemptions for 
the installation of these switches. 

AOI Airbag On/off Control Switches meet and 
exceed all NHTSA specifications:

	 • The switch must work with the vehicle’s OEM 
airbag rediness indicator light

	 • The switch must be key operated
	 • The switch must have an yellow light for the off 

position that is visible to the driver at all times

Knee Bolster Airbag Deactivation
If knee bolsters must be altered to accommodate 
mounting hand controls in the knee bolster airbag 
deployment zone, airbag deactivation is covered 
under FMVSS 208. 

NHTSA will approve 
airbag deactivation in 
certain circumstances‡

Mobility equipment dealers and installers in today’s ever changing 
market feel secure knowing that AOI continues to provide innovative 
and superior airbag control on/off switches and deactivation shunts for 
the mobility vehicle industry. With the evolution of airbags, especially 
knee bolster, side impact, and side head curtain airbags, compatibility 
with aftermarket mobility products and occupant safety is of great 
concern to dealers and customers alike. As a National Mobility 
Equipment Dealers Association (NMEDA) manufacturer member; 
AOI provides effective airbag solutions while focusing on ease of 
installation and quality in design. AOI meets and exceeds all NHTSA 
requirements and is a NHTSA referred airbag control manufacturer.
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Side Curtain Airbag Deactivation
Presently, NHTSA does not require active side 
curtain airbags in passenger vehicles. Due to this, 
deactivation is solely up to the owner/operator if 
they feel that the risk of having active side curtain 
airbags outweigh the safety benefits.



Knee Bolster Airbag Deactivation

Side Curtain Airbag Deactivation

 

1http://www.safercar.gov/Vehicle+Shoppers/Air+Bags/
Overview
‡See FMVSS 208 and Title 49 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations, Part 595, Subpart B-Retrofit 
On-off Switches for Airbags for more information 
about NHTSA regulations for airbag deactivation

10 ”

A term know as “the 10 Inch Rule” 
works off of a NHTSA air bag on/off 
switch qualification that states:
“To minimize the potential of any air bag 
related injury, NHTSA still recommends 
keeping a 10-inch minimum between the air 
bag cover (in the center of the steering wheel 
for drivers and on the dashboard for the right 
front passenger)” 1

the 10” Rule
Measure the distance between the center 
of the breastbone and the air bag cover, 
if the distance is less Than 10” this person 

may be at risk of airbag injuries

AOI Airbag On/off Switches 
and Deactivation Shunts

• Steering Control Systems
	 Driver Side On/off Switch or Shunt

• Removal of Steering Wheel
	 Driver Side Shunt

• Hand Control Systems
	 Knee Bolster Shunt

• Assist Handles
	 Side Curtain On/off Switch

• Lift Systems	
	 Side Curtain On/off Switch

• Removal of Airbag	
	 Driver or Passenger Side Shunt

• Medical Condition	
	 Driver, Passenger, or Side Curtain On/off Switch

AOI solutions
for mobility equipment airbag obstructions

• Reduced Diameter Steering  	      	
  Wheels
	 Driver Side Shunt

• Mounted Electronic Controls
	 Driver or Passenger Side On/off Switch

• Electronic Vehicle Controls
	 Driver or Passenger Side On/off Switch

• Access Products
	 Side Curtain On/off Switch

• Roof Extensions
	 Side Curtain Shunt

• Driver Position
	 Driver Side On/off Switch

Pro-gard’s AOI Airbag On/off Control Switches and Airbag Deactivation Shunts 
provide safety and peace of mind for the vehicle operators or passengers against 
propelled equipment in the even of a crash. Mounted equipment in an airbag 
deployment zone puts vehicle occupants at risk. With the ability to deactivate 
an obstructed airbag, AOI switches and shunts can eliminate the possibility of 
aftermarket equipment being forced into the direction of the driver or passengers 
at the point of impact. Controlling the airbags also protects expensive equipment 
from destruction and frees up space for mounting additional equipment.

Mobility equipment such as hand 
controls are typically mounted in 

the knee bolster airbag deployment  
zone. deactivating this airbag is 
recommended to eliminate the 

possibility that the force of an 
airbag depolyment will cause the 

controls to break free and become 
projectiles in the event of a crash.

*Your situation may require written authorization from NHTSA to install and airbag on/off control switch. To find out 
more information, call NHTSA at 1.800.424.9393 or visit their web sites http://safecar.gov/ & http://NHTSA.com/  
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• Meets, and exceeds federal requirements for airbag on/off control switches

• Patented, high intensity indicator lights  - yellow for off and green for on to indicate when 
system is activated

• Easy “on-off” key switch operation, simply turn to off to deactivate airbag or on to make 
airbag active, allows for different people 
to occupy seats when necessary

• Highly visible advisory labels that meet 
NHTSA standards, provided with every 
switch

• Switches are tested to 100,000 cycles

• Patented design is available for dual or 
single stage airbags

• Plug-and-play adaptors mate with existing OEM 
connectors

• Integrates easily into vehicle’s existing electrical system 
with universal connectors

• Easy installation 

• Solid state, hand soldered connections and heat shrink 
insulated resistors that are silicone sealed to decrease 
potential circuit board and wiring failures

• Flexible, shielded, 22 gauge wire construction

• Optional Remote Status Lights are available when mounting the on/off 
switch in a hidden location is desired (such as underneath dash or in 
glove compartment)

• 1 year limited warranty

• Internal, sealed liability fuse offers the same liability protection as 
O.E.M. built airbag on/off switches

AOI Airbag On/off Switches
use in applications where airbags need to be turned on or

off for different passengers

AOI Airbag Deactivation Shunts
use in applications where airbags need to be removed

• Allows the removal of any airbag without hindering performance of 
other remaining airbags

• Hand assembled from all new, molded parts, no reused 
components

• Heat shrink insulated resistors to decrease potential wiring failures

• Plug-and-play connectors that mate with existing OEM connectors

• Universal models available

• Easy, five minute installation

Pro-gard Products, LLC is 
proud to be a manufacturer 
member of these 
organizations:
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Conditions that NHTSA states qualify 
‡ for disabling front driver airbags:

• scoliosis
• achondroplasia
• Drivers who cannot change their 

customary driving position and keep 
10 inches between the center of the 
steering wheel and the center of their 
breastbone.

• People whose doctors say that, due 
to their medical condition, the air bag 
poses a special risk that outweighs the 
risk of hitting their head, neck or chest 
in a crash if the airbag is turned off.1

• scoliosis
• Down Syndrome
• Atlantoaxial Instability
• Infant or child with a medical condition 

who must ride in the front seat so that 
they can be monitored

• People who must transport infants 
riding in rear facing infant seats in the 
front passenger seat.

• People who must transport children 
ages 1 to 12 in the front passenger seat.

• People whose doctors say that, due 
to their medical condition, the airbag 
poses a special risk that outweighs the 
risk of hitting their head, neck or chest 
in a crash if the air bag is turned off. 1

• Police fleets can obtain a blanket 
exemption from nhtsa when 
aftermarket equipment is mounted in 
the airbag deployment zone**

When the risks associated with an 
occupant being seated in front of an 
active frontal airbag outweigh the 
safety benefits, NHTSA will authorize 
the installation of an airbag ON/OFF 
switch. Authorization will be granted 
under the following circumstances:

front passenger airbags: 

• when mounting hand control equipment 
interferes with knee bolster airbag 
deployment zones

knee bolster airbags:

‡See FMVSS 208 for more information about NHTSA regulations for airbag deactivation
** NHTSA requires a letter of intent to be filed with their office for this exemption, see www.aoielectrical.com 
for a sample letter that departments can use to obtain permission to install front passenger on/off control 
switches
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